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one of the rooms on the ground floor of the Palace.
They call it the Apollo Room, I believe. It was a curious
meal, beginning with tea and cake, followed, by meat,
veal, and jellies, and two plates of sour cream. For this
repast one was not expected to don one's evening apparel a
second time/

The children breakfasted with their parents. They dined
with them only when, there were no visitors. Lord Ronald
noticed that the Crown Princess was a strict mother. A
familiar sight to members of the Household in those days
was a little boy stretched on his stomach on the floor of the
Crown Prince's study, poring over a huge book, almost as
big as himself. The boy was William. The book was Bock's
German Treasures of the Holy Roman Empire. He always
tugged the same book out of the shelf. He lingered for a
quarter of an hour over one illustration. All of them were
magnificent. They set him dreaming. The glory of the
Holy Roman Empire ! If he had been German Emperor in
those days all these wonderful things would have been at his
command. When he grew up he was only going to be King
of Prussia. That was a pity. William was a romantic
dreamer like his father. When William dreamed he did not
hear what his mother said to him,. His mother did not
know about dreams. But she did believe he ought to be a
great King of Prussia. You could be that better if you did
not dream. You had to learn to do things.

The father used to come in and find his son on the floor
with the book. He used to lie down beside him. They
used to discuss the Treasures. William used to surprise
* Dokka' with his knowledge of ancient German history.
The Crown Prince used to take his son to the crypt of Berlin
Cathedral, where they would gaze at the dim tombs of the old
Kings. Sometimes they walked hand in hand through the
pine trees at Potsdam to visit the Mausoleum of Frederick
the Great.

There were several men, close friends of his father, who
were very familiar to William both at the New Palace and
the Berlin home. When these men, of very heterogeneous